REINDEER DEPOT 


The Reindeer Station located on the East Channel about 
seventy miles from the mouth of the Mackenzie River is the head- 
quarters for the experiments in reindeer herding being carried out 
by the Federal Government. It is near the western boundary of the 
Reindeer Grazing Reserve which extends from the Mackenzie Delta 
eastward along the Arctic coast to Liverpool Bay and includes the 
Eskimo Lakes. 

There are five reindeer herds on the reserve, Four 
are known as native herds; one is owned outright by Eskimo herders, 
and the other three are managed by Eskimos under the supervision 
of the Superintendent, Reindeer Station, The fifth herd is known as 
the main herd and is operated by the government, serving asa 
nucleus from which new herds can be established and for training 
young Eskimos as herders, 

Reindeer were introduced into Alaska from Siberia towards 
the end of the nineteenth century. Following a recommendation made 
in 1922 by a Royal Commission appointed to study the possibility of 
developing reindeer and musk-ox herding in Canada, the government | 
selected a reindeer range of some 5,000 square miles on the east 
side of the Mackenzie Delta. In 1929 arrangements were made with 


an Alaskan reindeer company to deliver a herd of 3,000 reindeer to 
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this range. The drive began that December with Andrew Barr, a 
Pa tetss Lapp herder, in Bravcee Many difficulties were encountered 
in crossing the mountains of northern Alaska and the bleak coastal 
plain to the Mackenzie Delta. Some of the reindeer broke away and 
returned to their home range, Blizzards, intense cold, and wolves 
delayed progress, A herd of 2,370 animals were finally delivered 
on March 6, 1935. 

Mikkel Pulk, a Lapp who took. part in the drive from Alaska ? 
is still employed at the Reindeer Station as Chief Herder, His son 
assists him, 

The object of the reindeer experiment is to provide the 
Eskimos with a means of livelihood to supplement and conserve the 
game resources, Reindeer are supplied to trained natives and the 
government assists in establishing herding units, As the reindeer 
herd increases, a number of animals equal to 50% of the original loan 
are returned to the government , the remainder becoming the property 
of the herd managers, In 1938 and 1940, native herding units were 
started but the industry received a serious setback when the herders 
and their families with a white supervisor were lost ina ahinwreck 
in 1944, Those reindeer which could be recovered were herded 
together as a single government unit, In 1948 a new start was made 


in the Eskimo Lakes area, In June, 1955, a herd, which included the 
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offspring frcm the original native herds, became the first privately 
owned herd in Canes when the ownership was transferred from the 
Crown to the Eskimo managers, Feter Rufus (Kitli), co-owner of 
this herd, is the son of the netee Eskimo herder who was drowned in 
1944, The reindeer are Peended ae annually late in July or early in 
August, At the 1955 round-ups, the total number of reindeer was 
6,502, This is less than last year, and the reasons for this are being 
investigated, =a 

In the autumn the reindeer move to winter ranges, some 
50 miles inland from the coast where reindeer moss, a eres which 
forms their winter diet, is abundant. On completion of tie spring 
fawning season the herds move towards the coast to get relief from 
insects during the hot weather, 

Reindeer meat finds a ready market in the Aklavik area; 
most of it is either sold through the local retailing agent or bought 
by the missions for their schools and hospitals, Local trappers 
occasionally purchase meat direct from the herd managers, Since 
the industry was established in 1935 more than 11,000 reindeer have 
been slaughtered for meat and skins. Many of the skins have been 


distributed to needy Eskimos in the Eastern Arctic, 
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